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THE LIGHT STUFF: 
Designer Paul Cocksedge 
pulls off magic tricks like 

transforming polystyrene cups 
into elegant lamp shades. 
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THE ARCHITECT JOSHUA PRINCE­

Ramus describes the approach of 

his New York firm REX as "pro­

ductively losing control," which 

means letting client constraints 

lead the team in unexpected cre­

ative directions. The method's 

roots lie in his stint as partner 

in charge of the New York office 

of Rem Koolhaas' OMA, which 

conceived the dramatic stacked­

volumes design of the Seattle 

Central Library in part to meet 

city regulations . Completed in 

2004, the structure provided a 

blueprint for the projects Prince­

Ramus would undertake after 

OMA New York morphed into 

REX, which hinge on new modes 

of flexibility. His best-known, 

the Wyly Theatre in Dallas, 

finished in 2009, lifts and re­

tracts various parts of the stage 

and auditorium in minutes to 

facilitate a wide variety of theat-
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rical configurations. "The whole 

tension between form and func­

tion is false and unproductive," 

the 41-year-old former phi­

losophy student says. Instead, 

his studio's watchword is 

performance, a springboard to am­

bitious but responsible concepts 

like Museum Plaza in Louisville, 

Kentucky, an H-shaped 62-story 

skyscraper slated to open in 2013 

that will house luxury condos, 

a hotel, loft apartments, retail 

spaces, and an art museum. 

"These days, you either have 

amazing wild forms that are 

way over budget and off sched­

ule, or you have very dutiful ar­

chitecture and it's just boring," 

Prince-Ramus says. "To me, -

that means the architects just 

weren't good enough in either 

scenario." James Gaddy . 

Wagner. I'm not 
really a classical­
music buff. but 
as an architect 
I'm challenging 
typologies. and 
Wagner pushed 
the form: He 
really invented his 
own universe. 

MOST 

INDISPENSABLE TOOL 
My Nairn stereo. 

THE ONE THING 

EVERYONE SHOULD 
KNOW HOW TO MAKE 

Pancakes. 

AN EVERYDAY OBJECT 

THAT IS PERFECTLY 

DESIGNED 
To quote Voltaire. 
'The perfect is 
the enemy of the 
good." 

DREAM PROJECT 

An opera house. 


